Ajit Dave, M.D., P.A.

CANCER & BLOOD DISORDERS

Phone: 940-382-4060


DATE: 03/22/22
PATIENT: ASHOK KUMAR PATEL
DOB: 10/13/1954
The patient is a 67-year-old male.

The patient was seen on 03/21/2020 for evaluation and treatment. The patient is here today for intravenous chemotherapy with Keytruda. Symptoms: The patient complains of not able to generate saliva and has difficulty in eating. He states that his weight is not going up fast enough.

A week ago, the patient was seen by Dr. Kang who is his head and neck surgeon. Dr. Kang biopsied a lesion on his lip on the right side. According to the patient, it came back as benign.

HISTORY OF PRESENT ILLNESS: The patient was initially diagnosed to have head and neck cancer in June 2021 following an evaluation for painful swelling in his mouth especially right side of the jaw and significant induration and swelling around. The patient was sent to oral surgeon and a biopsy was done, which did show it to be squamous cell carcinoma well differentiated. The patient was then sent to Dr. Kang, an ENT/head and neck surgeon. In July 2021, the patient had radical neck surgery requiring long rehab. The patient’s final diagnosis did come back as squamous cell carcinoma well differentiated and PDL1 was positive so the patient was started on single agent Keytruda. I think that was in October 2021. Since then he has been getting Keytruda every three to four weeks 200 mg and he has done well. The patient has progressively improved now. He is able to open the mouth much better than before. He has started eating very well too; however, weight has been still not significantly changing.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION:
General: This is a very pleasant 67-year-old male.

Head: Normocephalic.

Eyes: Unremarkable.

ENT: Recent radical neck surgery. No lymph node felt in the neck.
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Neck: JVP flat.

Lungs: Clear.

Heart: Regular.

Abdomen: Soft.

Extremities: No edema.

Recent PET-CT scan has been negative.

LABS: Labs from 03/21: Glucose 162. Rest of the CMP unremarkable. Hemoglobin was 11.7. Rest of CBC unremarkable.

DIAGNOSES:
1. Head and neck cancer status post radical neck surgery.

2. On systemic chemotherapy with Keytruda 200 mg IV every three weeks.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Today after starting IV and premedication with Benadryl and dexamethasone, the patient was given Keytruda 200 mg IV in 500 mg of normal saline. He tolerated well the IV. He was discharged and he was asked to come back in three weeks.
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